Lab 04 - First assignment by Figini, Paolo
  
Assignment nr. 1
(counting for 5% of the final mark)
TO RECAP
Our focus is to learn the basics of empirical economic analysis;
Any research activity has to be inserted in the current debate
 Find, read and organize the literature review (see Lab 01 – 
Bibliographic sources)
 Find, download and clean economic data (see Labs 02 and 03 – 
Economic data)
 Statistical analysis and economic interpretation of the data (future 
labs)
NOW
Three assignments on the typical steps of empirical analysis:
 First step: download and organize the data;
 Second step: build the working file of relevant data;
– Third step: statistical and econometric analysis of the data
This assignment focuses on the first step.
  
Assignment nr. 1
(counting for 5% of the final mark)
GOAL
Our focus is to investigate the impact of cultural distance on tourism 
flows:
Key questions:
1 Are tourists positively biased towards exotic (distant) places 
which have proximity to own culture?
2 Is the alleged effect depending on some particular dimension of 
cultural distance?
Now, let’s find data on tourism flows, cultural distance and other 
control variables
Period under investigation: 1995 - 2015
  
Assignment n.1 - Preliminaries
Cooperation and collaboration is key to any research activity
Take advantage of the many available tools for sharing information
You might do it with social networks and/or blogs
Some well-known apps (Dropbox, Google Drive)
Some ad-hoc tools (AMS Campus)
We use a more flexible instrument than AMS Campus and less 
commercial than Facebook: wikispaces
www.wikispaces.com
1. If you haven't done so, go to www.wikispaces.com and sign in;
2. Send me an email by the address you used to sign in
3. Reply to the message you receive from wikispaces
4. Add team-2016 to your wikis
5. Enter in team-2016 and start using it
  
THE ASSIGNMENT
1. Log in team-20156 in wikispaces;
2. Look in which of the 10 groups of 4/5 members you are in;
3. Follow the instructions reported in the homepage of your group;
4. Use the home page of your group in wikispaces to work on temporary 
files, discuss with me and with other members of the group, upload 
material, etc.
5. Upload the final version of your file before the 23:59 of Sunday 13 
November 2016 on the home page of your group, commenting the 
selection that you have made.
6. I will evaluate on the basis of:
– Selection of the series included (not more than three for each 
variable), with explanation.
– Correctness of the data (see Lab03's slides).
– Organization of the file.
